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Abstract	  
 
This project takes departure in wanting to investigate the discourses used in development or-
ganisations’ communication, and to find whether the discourses used can be reflected in the 
historical development of the organisation. The project goes into depth with the analysis of 
the discourses used by the two Danish organisations IBIS and BØRNEfonden, and focus on 
how these can be related to their historical background, to their manner of getting support and 
to the general development discourse found in society. The analysis will be made on the theo-
ry of Critical Discourse Analysis by Norman Fairclough, and the project will be the first out 
of two projects, where the second will investigate how the Danes choose what organisations 
to support.    
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Abbreviation	  List	  
CEO - Chief Executive Officer  
CDA - Critical Discourse Analysis 
GNI - Gross National Income 
NGO - Non-Governmental Organisation  
ODA - Official Development Assistance 
UN - United Nations 
Q&A – Questions and Answers 
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1.	  Introduction	  
This project has been chosen as the first part in a two-part study of why and how the Danish 
people choose to support development aid organisations. The interest was created due to 
wonderings about why so many Danish people support development aid by having sponsor 
children, and what it is in this type of donations that speak to the Danes, compared to other 
types. The first part of the study will be carried out through an investigation of the discourses 
used by respectively an organisation who works with sponsor children and one who does not, 
to find whether there are any extensive differences in the discourses used in their public mate-
rial, and how there are used in order to gain members. When knowing the main arguments 
and discourses from the two types of organisations, the second step will be to make a qualita-
tive study where the Danish people’s reasons for their choice of organisation will be investi-
gated. This project will carry out the first part of the study. 
 
1.1	  Problem	  Area	  
In Denmark, there are many different Non Governmental Organisations (NGO’s) who work 
with development aid, and there are many different methods to do so. According to the Dan-
ish Ministry of Finance, 0.9 % of the Danish gross national income (GNI) was in 2003 used 
upon development aid, this exceeds the 0.7%, which is the official goal per rich country from 
the United Nations (UN). Thereby Denmark was in 2003 the country with the second highest 
official development assistance (ODA) per inhabitant in the world1. This of course only in-
cludes the official development aid, thereby only including the money that the Danish state 
pays to development aid, through NGOs, UN or other medias.  
 
Development aid is a post-war concept, which started in the 1940s in USA. Through the 
1950s Denmark only participated in development aid through the UN, who started their first 
program in 19492. The Danish support to the UN development programs increased through 
the next 20 years, and in 1971 Danida was created (footnote 2), to be a specific part of the 
                                                
1  http://www.fm.dk/publikationer/2003/budgetredegoerelse-2003/5-den-danske-udviklingsbistand/ 
2 http://um.dk/da/danida/om-danida/hist/ (24/4-13) 
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Danish foreign ministry in charge of donations to international development. This resolved in 
that Denmark in 1978 reached the UN’s goal of using 0.7% of the GNI upon international 
development (Brunbech 2012). The Danish government has implemented a law that gives tax 
deduction on donations to charitable organisations. Since 2009 the organisations automatical-
ly inform SKAT3 about the individuals tax deductions4, which has made it a lot easier for the 
private person to donate to charity, and get the deduction. More than 900 organisations of 
different sizes and purposes are to be found on the list of organisations where the donations 
can be tax deducted in Denmark,5 in an attempt to make it more attractive to donate.  
 
Development aid can have both a private and a public sphere. Some organisations get dona-
tions from both private and public donors, while others work primarily with one or the other. 
In 2007 the Danish foreign ministry implemented the demand of 10% independent financing 
for the six NGOs with a Danida framework agreement6, including one of the organisations 
that will be used in this investigation. This has forced the publicly supported organisations to 
start seeking private donations too. One could argue that the manner of sponsoring, along with 
the history of an organisation, when, how and why it was created, the type of organisation it 
has emerged from, if any, and the main choices made through the history must have an influ-
ence both upon the development discourse used in the organisation, but also the type of de-
velopment work chosen by organisation.  
 
The two organisations that will come into play in this investigation have different histories, 
different types of sponsoring, and act within two different fields of development aid. The first 
organisation is IBIS. IBIS works with education, governance and democratic development, 
taxes, resources and climate. Further IBIS is one of the organisations with a framework 
agreement with Danida (Ibis.dk). The second organisation is BØRNEfonden who organise 
child sponsorships, build development centres and work with health, education, income en-
hancement, children and development in the local area (BØRNEfonden.dk). Though presum-
ably having the same overall goal, to create international development in third world coun-
                                                
3 SKAT means Tax, and is the part of the government that organise and collect the Danish taxes.  
4 http://www.skm.dk/presse/presse/pressemeddelelser/5232.html (23/5-12) 
5 http://www.skat.dk/SKAT.aspx?oID=2061734 (23/5-13) 
6 http://www.u-landsnyt.dk/nyhed/07-11-05/um-om-de-nye-krav-til-ngoers-egenfinansiering(22/5-13) 
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tries, and having nearly the same budget to work with, being in 2011 around 200 millions in 
income7, the two organisations are very different. Arguable IBIS work on a more macro fo-
cused scale by working with governance, and with 88% of their resources comes from Danida 
and other institutionalised donors (IBIS årsrapport 2011: 13), where as BØRNEfonden work 
on a micro scale, getting their primary recourses from private sponsorships, where each spon-
sor is connected to an individual child, and where 184,7 millions out of their total recourses of 
193,5 millions comes from sponsors and other private contributions (BØRNEfondens års-
beretning 2011: 46). This shows that most Danes are interested in paying to BØRNEfonden 
while Danida, being a part of the Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, only support IBIS. This 
can be seen as a paradox since the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, as a part of a democratic insti-
tution, officially is supporting the wishes of the people.   
This paper will not be an investigation of which of the two development aid approaches is 
‘best’, but an investigation of which discourses are used in the two organisations’ communi-
cation, and whether there can be found traces of the organisations historical development and 
their respectively public and private manners of sponsoring within the discourses used. In 
order to research this, a comparative discourse analysis will be made from the membership 
magazines send out from the two organisations, being BØRNEfondens “Tæt På” and “IBIS 
Fokus”. All this has lead to the problem definition that will be investigated: 
	  
 
1.2	  Problem	  Definition	  
What characterises respectively IBIS’ and BØRNEfondens communicative discourses, and 
how can these be explained as a reflection of the organisations different historical back-
grounds and sources of support.  
 
                                                
7 Data found in BØRNEfondens Årsberetning 2011 and IBIS årsberetning 2011 
1.3	  Research	  Questions	  
1. Which discourses does IBIS use in their public communication through the magazine 
“IBIS Fokus”? 
2. Which discourses does BØRNEfonden use in their public communication through the 
magazine “Tæt På”? 
3. How can the different backgrounds and differences in fields of support of the organi-
sations be found in the communicative discourses used?  
 
1.4	  Definitions	  
Discourse  
Discourse is used in two ways and should therefore be defined in two ways. It is the abstract 
use of the noun discourse, where it is meant as “language usage as a social practice” (Free 
translation, Jørgensen and Philips 1999: 79) or it can be the noun used with an article, a dis-
course, where it is meant as “a way to talk, that gives significance to experiences on the basis 
of a certain perspective” (Free translation, Ibid: 79) thereby being a certain discourse that sep-
arates itself from others (Ibid: 79). Both ways will be used within this project.  
 
Hegemony 
The concept of hegemony will in this project be used as the label for dominance. It will be 
seen as the thing that happens when cultural assumptions, values or norms gain power at the 
expense or partial exclusion of others. It is important in this project since the hegemonic prac-
tice is a process where parts of a discourse can be changed or moved in order to support a 
change in e.g. leadership or goals8. 
 
Development 
Development will here be defined as the international development intended to increase the 
living standards of the people in third world countries. It contains here the progress, which 
                                                
8http://www.denstoredanske.dk/Geografi_og_historie/Grækenland/Det_klassiske_Grækenland/hegemo
ni (6/5-13) 
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can be found due to internal political or economic development within the third world coun-
tries, along with the progress, which can be found in relation to projects made by both internal 
and external organisations. The development can be measured in living standards, education 
percentage, employment percentage, sustainability level, and so forward.  
2.	  Theory	  
In this project the primary theory will be the critical discourse analysis (CDA) by Norman 
Fairclough. The CDA will be made with focus upon the analysis of the development dis-
course; in order to determine what types of development discourses is used by the chosen 
organisations. To fulfil Fairclough’s three-step analysis, which will be described in the next 
chapter, an account of the organisations historical backgrounds will be made, along with a 
discussion of the social identities of the organisations and traces of these within the discours-
es.  
 
2.1	  Critical	  Discourse	  Analysis	  by	  Norman	  Fairclough	  
In order to analyse the discourses used by the two organisations, the critical discourse analysis 
as defined by the British professor of linguistics, Norman Fairclough, will be put into use. 
According to Jørgensen and Philips, two important dimensions should be in focus when 
working with discourse. The first one they call the communicative event, and it is categorised 
as a situation where language is used, e.g. an article, a movie or a commercial. The second is 
the order of discourse, being the aggregated amount of types of discourse used within a social 
institution or social situation (1999: 79-80) 
 
Fairclough has created a three-step model, in order to combine three different traditions of 
analysis, being detailed textual analysis, macro sociological analysis of social practice and the 
micro sociological and interpretative tradition (Fairclough in Jørgensen and Philips 1999: 78). 
Fairclough visualises his model in form of three, square boxes within each other. The boxes 
contain the three steps of the model, being Text, Discursive Practice and Social Practice, see 
figure 1.1.    
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                Figure 1.1 
 
Text 
When wanting to analyse the first step in Fairclough’s model, the text, there are two main 
investigations, the visual and the linguistic.   
If starting out with the visual, there are many aspects that should be considered within an 
analysis, among these are: what within the text primarily catches the eye? Are there pictures, 
colours, columns or boxes? What are the dominating features of the text? Is there names, log-
os or slogans present, and if yes where are these then placed? Are the features of the text lined 
vertically or horizontally, where are the most important features placed in relation to the read-
ing paths, etc. (Janks 1997: 332) 
 
The linguistic part of the text analysis is the bigger of the two, and there are many things, 
which should be looked into. Fairclough has based his main questions for text analysis on M. 
A. K. Halliday’s list, from “Introduction to Functional Grammar” 1985 (Janks 1997: 335). 
This is the list:  
 
1. Lexicalisation 
2. Patterns of transitivity 
3. The use of active and passive voice 
4. The use of nominalisation 
5. The choice of mood 
6. The choice of modality or polarity 
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7. The thematic structure of the text 
8. The information focus 
9. The cohesion devices  
(Halliday in Janks 1997: 335) 
 
Within the lexicalisation there should be looked into nodal points, being the main words with-
in the text and the chains of equivalence, made up by the words that surround the nodal points 
and words that gain their meaning in relation to the nodal point. Transitivity is the grammati-
cal term for action verbs that have an object to receive the action9. Transitive verbs are used in 
sentences like: “ I pushed the door” where intransive verbs do not have a receiver for the ac-
tion, e.g: “I laughed”. To analyse the transitivity one have to identity all the verbs and the 
process associated with it (Jenks 1997: 336). When looking into nominalisation one is looking 
at verbs used as nouns, this often creates more complex and distant sentences. A normalisa-
tion is e.g. used if writing: “we conducted an investigation” instead of “we investigated”10.  
 
Besides these nine focal points in an analysis, there are many other important aspects, which 
should be looked into. Firstly, who is the narrator, is it personal or impersonal narratives and 
what relations exist between the narrator and the addressee? Further it should be noted wheth-
er the text is structured around an ‘I’, a ‘we’ or a ‘them’, and to whom it is addressed. It is 
important to see if any assumptions are put forward throughout the text, and if yes, what these 
are and how they are used. There should also be looked at how the text is arguing, and if there 
is being used ethos, pathos or logos. Along with this it should be noted if there are patterns of 
certainty and uncertainty throughout the text, or other patterns and what these are made of. 
Also it is important whether there are any shifts in patterns, narrative, language, or other 
things within the text, and if yes, what are they shifting from and to, how they are distributed 
throughout the text and why they are used (Jenks 1997: 334-336).  
 
It can be argued, that when all these things have been investigated, the result should be the 
orders of discourse. The order of discourse is a concept used by Fairclough, and he states that 
                                                
9 http://www.k12reader.com/transitive-and-intransitive-verbs/ (2/5-13) 
10 http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/gram_nominalization.html (2/5-13) 
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it is important when wanting to analyse the different relations between e.g. organisations. He 
defines an order of discourse as “a social structure of semiotic difference – a particular social 
ordering of relationships among different ways of making meaning, i.e. different discourses 
and genres and styles” (2001: 28). 
This linguistic approach can be related to social theory, where in contemporary society there 
can be found a focus upon how different power structures interact through the language, insti-
tutions and/or other spheres. Further the possibility and role of social transformation is in fo-
cus, and this can be detected through language11 
 
When having worked through the first step in the CDA, the analysis of the Text, the analysis 
moves on to the second step, the discursive practice.  
 
 
Discursive practice 
The discursive practice includes different choices of what to focus on. Some focus upon find-
ing how the text has been produced and how it has been received or consumed. This can be 
done through an analysis of how the text has been created, or an investigation of how the con-
sumers have responded  (Jørgensen and Philips 1999: 93). Jørgensen and Philips argue that 
Fairclough rarely does this, but instead focus on identifying what discourses are used and 
drawn upon in the text, called interdiscursivity, and on the intertextuality, being how the text 
draws on other texts (1999: 93-94).    
 
Janks calls this second step of the analysis for interpretation and processing analysis, and ar-
gues that the situational context here should be analysed, along with looking into time and 
place (Janks 1997: 338). It is also within the discursive practice, the text can put itself in con-
tradicting positions, or indicate textual hybridity. Janks argue that textual hybridity is: “a 
fruitful area for CDA to investigate because it is here that the different interests are played 
out. Of the many different discourses available in the society to be drawn from, different texts 
privilege different ones. The privileging of discourses works to serve particular interests” 
                                                
11 http://socialtheoryapplied.com/what-is-social-theory/ (18/5-13) 
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(1997: 339) and thereby it is of course very relevant to the analysis. Analysis of the discursive 
practice makes it possible to form hypothesis about the text (Janks 1997: 339). 
 
Social Practice  
The social practice is where all the information gained throughout the first two steps is related 
to the wider social practice. The step of social practice has two parts. Firstly one has to find 
the relations between the order of discourse and discursive practice found in the first parts of 
the analysis. One should find what web of discourses the discursive practice is a part of, and 
how these are used and controlled. Secondly one should find the social and cultural structures 
and relations, since these create the frame for the discursive practice. This frame is by Fair-
clough called the social matrix of discourse (Jørgensen and Philips 1999: 98). Jørgensen and 
Philips argue, that to investigate these partly non-discursive social and cultural aspects, one 
will have to incorporate a secondary theory, since this knowledge cannot be gained with the 
CDA. This theory can be a sociological, cultural or other kind of theory as long as it enlight-
ens the social practice in play (Ibid: 98). In this project, this will be an historical analysis of 
the main events in the two organisations histories. 
In the next chapter the development of the discourse of development will be clarified and dis-
cussed in accordance with David B. Moore and Andrea Cornwall. This will be done in order 
to gain an understanding of how the development discourse has developed since the 1940s, 
and further how it has been related to the societal development during the same period of 
time.   
 
3.	  The	  Development	  of	  Development	  Discourse	  
In order to make an analysis of how the two organisations used in this project have developed 
in relation to their history, an understanding of how the general development discourse has 
developed is needed. In this chapter there will be worked with post-war development dis-
course, and focus will therefore be from around 1945 and forward.  
According to David B. Moore there can be found two main phases within development dis-
course. The first one being based on state-mediated capitalism and international Keynesian-
ism, and the second one on the global political economy, on de-regulated capitalism and neo-
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liberalism. The second phase emerged during the 1970s and is still here today. The two phas-
es were separated by the 1960s, and these years can be seen as a transition phase (1995: 2). 
Moore argues that the development discourse is a part of hegemony, and he wants to analyse 
development discourse: “as one of the means by which a dominant social class organizes its 
rule so it seems ‘natural’ to its subjects” (1995:1).  
A way to understand how the development discourse has changed is to focus on the 
buzzwords used in the development work, here Moore uses three main buzzwords and dis-
cusses how their meanings have changed during time. These words are equity, sustainability 
and democracy, and Moore states: “The best way to observe how the notion of equity, democ-
racy and sustainability have taken on varying ideological moorings is to assess them histori-
cally” (1995:2). In the first phase from 1945 till around the 60s, sustainability meant ‘sus-
tained growth’, democracy was the liberal institutions of representation, and equity was al-
most non-existing, and if used, it was in accordance with the assumption that when the indus-
trial development paid off, all welfare concerns would disappear due to the ‘floods of prosper-
ity’ (Moore 1995: 22). It can be argued that this was grounded in the primary difficulties that 
the western policy makers had with relation to dealing with the third world, due to them being 
former colonial subjects (Ibid: 22). Further the focus on industrialization, the primary eco-
nomic focus, and the belief in a ‘kick start’ growth in the first phase can have affected the use 
of the terms. Moore argues that the attempt to kick start the third world countries economies 
and the industrialization there failed, but that the belief of sustained growth still existed, and 
that the development analytics then started to investigate political and institutional manners of 
creating sustained growth (Ibid: 23).  
During the first phase, the actual development discourse changed a lot due to the progress in 
society and the arenas in which it was discussed. Also with the expansion in development 
analyses from being based primarily on economic theories till also include the sociological, 
psychological, political and anthropological spheres, the development discourse expanded 
(ibid: 23).   
The second phase emerged as mentioned in the 1970s, and this phase is categorised by the 
neo-liberalism that takes over here. In this phase the focus is upon global competition and the 
idea of a ‘golden age of capitalism’ (ibid: 2). But within the rise of the neo-liberal order, the 
idea of ‘liberty’ gained focus, and in combination with the liberation and rebellion of Cuba 
and Vietnam, many international NGOs emerged to fight for third world liberation (ibid: 2). If 
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looking into Moore’s chosen buzzwords, the meaning of these have changed in the second 
neo-liberal phase of development discourse. Equity now means the differentiation, dismissal 
and discipline within the re-investing of the marked (ibid: 3). Sustainability now is a huge 
concept with meanings stretching from “deep ecology to preserving the market from the dan-
gers of environmentalism, ‘excess’ democracy – and even from pushing the market too fast 
for its own good” (ibid: 4). Finally democracy is now of great importance in relation to order 
and the concept of ‘good governance’, and contains the notion of political freedom being re-
stricted to those who plays by the rules of the international financial institutions (ibid: 4). 
These changes in meaning of the buzzwords are closely related to the financial and political 
development of the western society.        
 
Where Moore works with development in a primarily economic way, Andrea Cornwall, the 
author of “Buzzwords and Fuzzwords: Deconstructing Development Discourse” from 2007, 
works with the discourse of development by focusing on the changes of buzzwords through 
time. Here focus lies on which words are important when, and on why and how they are used. 
Cornwall work from a constructionist worldview, and believes that the world is seen as it is 
described, and she states: “Development’s buzzwords gain their purchase and power through 
their vague and euphemistic qualities, their capacity to embrace a multitude of possible 
meanings, and their normative resonance” (2007: 472). Due to her constructionist believe, 
Cornwall gathers material from people with different voices, positions and perspectives, who 
all have different ways to work with development discourse, and who therefore examines it in 
different ways. She states that the aim of the Journal is to make the reader: “feeling less than 
equivocal about taking for granted the words that frame the world-making projects of the 
development enterprise” (2007: 471).  
Cornwell makes the important notion that the discourse of development might seem irrelevant 
for the people actually involved in development work. She argues that besides knowing which 
words should be used in funding proposals in order to increase the chance of sponsoring, the 
people involved in development work believe that there are more important things to focus on 
than language and discourse. But she further argues that they could gain a better understand-
ing of development if considering language as an aspect to be taken into account in the actual 
development work (2007: 471).   
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The first word Cornwall takes into consideration is Development, and she argues that it has 
become an unavoidable password, and is used as an argument for the belief that tomorrow 
everything will be better if we do something. It can be argued that many words in the devel-
opment discourse have a great sound to them, that they sound like ‘doing something’ but 
without actually describing what should or is being done (Cornwall 2007: 471). Cornwall 
argues that these concepts could be called ‘Essentially contested concepts’. These are de-
scribed as “terms that combine general agreement on the abstract notion that they represent 
with endless disagreement about what they might mean in practice” (ibid 472). But these 
words are still very important; they create the discourse of development, and ensure that the 
sanctity of the goals of development work is placed beyond reproach (ibid 472).  
In Cornwall’s Lexicon of Development, the buzzwords can go in and out of fashion, depend-
ing on what is ‘in’, some words can be ‘in’ for a very long time, others just for a brief mo-
ment, and they can disappear and come back. These buzzwords can be found when looking 
into the history of language. Words like community and citizenship were used by the colo-
nists in 1950s Kenya, and community participation was ‘in’ in the 1970s. In accordance with 
the shift between the two phases as determined by Moore, the ‘do it for yourself’ changed to 
be ‘do it by yourself’ in the 70-80s due to the new neo-liberal influence (ibid 473). In 1992 
the book “The Development Dictionary – a Guide to knowledge as Power” was made, edited 
by Wolfgang Sachs and made up by the 19 most important concepts from within the devel-
opment discourse at the time. According to Cornwell, many of these 1990s buzzwords is still 
used in the development discourse of 2013, but in a different disguise: “state as fragile states 
… and good governance … , environment as sustainability … ; planning (development institu-
tions’ preoccupation of that age) as harmonisation …. Equality is as much of a concern as 
ever, but has come to be used in development more often with gender … in front of it. Capaci-
ty building … transforms helping into a technical fix, generating its own entourage of ‘ex-
perts’”. Along with this there has been seen a significant change in International NGOs from 
the term of ‘needs’ to ‘rights’ (ibid: 473).   
The language within the development discourse is very interesting. It can be determined as a 
hybrid between the language of social science, and the spoken English language, and Fiona 
Wilson argues that the vocabulary used within the discourse is restricted and depersonalised. 
This could seem harsh when talking about a subject as arguable emotional as Development, 
but by using a depersonalised tone, it becomes possible to ‘mediate in the interest of political 
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consensus’ while still being able to hold internal agendas (Fiona Wilson in Cornwell 2007: 
474). By using this kind of buzzwords, the concepts can avoid concrete references, and there-
by be charged with meaning by the users or listeners (Cornwell 2007: 474), thereby easier 
creating consensus since people apply the meaning preferred by them, and this can increase 
the chances of sponsoring. This can e.g. be seen in the rise of the word “Empowerment” 
which among others the World Bank is very fond of. Mike Moore analyses this in the journal 
“Empowerment at last” stating that empowerment is “Something the one can happily say in 
the knowledge that it will have no significant consequences” (ibid: 475).  
In relation to the intentionally agreeable discourse used in the development discourse, a great-
er focus on results has risen, and the concept of “results-based management” has become a 
part of the discourse. This creates a need for the development to be quantifiable and measura-
ble, which is reflected in the discourse (ibid: 477). It should be mentioned, that this account of 
the development has been made in accordance with the dominating development discourse of 
the experts. There might be found a different dominating development discourse between the 
Danish inhabitants, but this will be investigated in the second part of this two-step project.   
This understanding of the development of the discourse of development will be used in chap-
ter 7, where the discourses used by the two organisations will be related to this, and it will be 
discussed whether, and if yes then how, they follow the general development discourse. This 
will give an understanding of the social practice the organisations exist within, and their rela-
tions to the general development discourse.  
In the next chapter the methodology of this project will be discussed. This will include a clari-
fication of the ontology and epistemology of the project, along with an exposition of the 
methodological considerations.  
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4.	  Methodology	  
4.1	  Ontology	  and	  Epistemology	  
According to Fairclough, the CDA is characterized by a realist social ontology (Fairclough 
2001: 1). This ontology is a sub-ontology of critical realism. Since the CDA is the main theo-
ry used within this project, the project will have a realist social epistemology. In this ap-
proach, Fairclough: “regards both abstract social structures and concrete social events as 
parts of social reality” (Ibid: 1), and he uses the dialectical method to understand the relation-
ship between structure and agency, and the relation between discourse and element of social 
practices and events. Further he uses it to combine the findings in the understanding of power 
and society. This is how the theory will be used in this project, by investigating the structures 
of the two organisations in relation to their historical background and their way of getting 
support, and further relating this to the discourses used by the organisations, and the choices 
of social practice, an understanding of the organisations places in society will be found. Then 
by relating them to each other an understanding of the history- and social choices affect upon 
the discourse and manner of work, can be reached. Language is a great part of social reality, 
and has great power both to remain and to change social orders (Fairclough 1989: 23). How 
language is used is shaped socially, and not by the individual (Fairclough 1992: 63) Fair-
clough states: “there is not an external relationship between language and society, but an 
internal and dialectical relationship. Language is a part of society, linguistic phenomena are 
social phenomena of a special sort, and social phenomena are (in part) linguistic phenomena 
… Whenever people speak or listen or write or read, they do so in ways which are determined 
socially and have social effects” (Fairclough 1989: 23). 
In accordance with the epistemology of the theory used, this project will be written with a 
critical realist social ontology, within this ontology there are two worlds, the social world, 
which is constructed by human actions, discourses etc., and the natural world, which is made 
in an unchangeable manner, containing actual ‘truths’, and which therefore does not get af-
fected by the changes in the social world (Fairclough 2010: 4-5).  The social world is con-
structed by the discourses used when talking about the world, and these discourses can change 
and be changed in the construction of the social world. Therefore an understanding of the so-
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cial world and how organisations are placed within it can be found by analysing the discours-
es, and that is what will be done in this project.   
 
4.2	  Methods	  
This chapter will contain a clarification of the methods used in order to answer the problem 
definition and research questions of the project.  
The project is based on the qualitative method, since there will be worked with specific texts 
from the organisations two magazines. Based on the analysis of these texts, the results will be 
interpreted and conclusions will be drawn. The analysis will be made from primary data, 
where the communicative discourses used by the organisations will be found by using the 
CDA by Fairclough. The theory chapter regarding the CDA is primarily based on secondary 
data, being experts discussing and clarifying the CDAs concepts. This has been chosen due to 
obtainment of the concrete model of analysis. The understanding of the organisations’ histori-
cal backgrounds will be found on the webpages of the two organisations, and due to both or-
ganisations’ origin as other organisations, the information from the mother organisations’ 
webpages will be taken into account too, and this can again be counted as primary data. Due 
to the realist social ontology, the social part of society is constructed. Even though this ontol-
ogy is partly based on structuralism and partly constructivism, the discourse analysis primari-
ly works with the social part of society, and interpretivism is therefore an accepted method to 
make conclusions. When using partly social constructivism and interpretivism it will be diffi-
cult, not to say impossible to transfer the results of the analysis to other case, since the results 
have come from an analysis based on the exact characteristics of this case. On the other hand 
can the discussions about the institutions and the structural organisation of society be trans-
ferred to other situations in accordance with the realist part of the ontology.  
This project will in the next two chapters continue to the CDA that will be made upon articles 
from respectively IBIS and BØRNEfonden. 
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5.	  Analysis	  IBIS	  
As mentioned in the problem area, the analysis within this project will be of the magazines 
send out by the organisations. In order to make a thorough linguistic analysis, there will be 
chosen two articles from each magazine for an in-depth analysis, while an overall analysis 
will be based upon the headlines, the type of articles chosen and the visual presentation of 
these. The first and most important article chosen from each organisation will be the primary 
statement from the CEO’s presented on the first page in both magazines. The second will be 
the back page where both organisations have their “support us now” donation statements. 
Within the analysis there will be focused upon how the magazines brand the organisations, 
upon the discourses and historical traces found within the texts and on how the magazines 
relate to the donors.  
 
5.1	  History	  
IBIS did not become IBIS until 1991, but had its origin in the university-based and worldwide 
organisation “World University Service” (WUS). WUS was started in the 1920s and worked 
with social activities for European students. First around the 1960s WUS started to focus on 
development aid. In 1966 WUS was started in Denmark, as a part of the Danish students joint 
counsel, and developed a wish of going into international politics. This was initiated by sup-
porting the African liberation movements primarily in Angola. WUS Denmark’s money was 
gained through WUS’s collected means, through means from “Operation Dagsværk” and 
from support from the Danish government. In 1970 WUS Denmark separated from the origi-
nal WUS and became an independent organisations, and they started to work in South Africa, 
Namibia and Mozambique. Through the 1980’s the now independent WUS Denmark began to 
work in Central America in an attempt to support the Central American people in their rebel-
lion against the dictators, and already in the 80s, the focus was upon local development and 
support to develop the organisations of the civil society. After the further spread to South 
America, the organisation, as mentioned before, separated itself completely from WUS by 
changing its name to IBIS in 1991. Since 1991 IBIS has developed into an organisation where 
the primary focus is upon education, local organisation development and governance12.  
                                                
12 http://ibis.dk/om-ibis/ibis-historie  
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5.2	  Analysis	  
The analysis of IBIS will be made of the magazine IBIS Fokus #134 from November 2013. 
On the front page of IBIS Fokus, as a part of the headline, is always written: “Education cre-
ates development” and “Throughout the world with IBIS” (free translation). This particular 
number have the theme and headline “Culture and Identity – Who am I?” (free translation, 
IBIS Fokus 134). Unless anything else is noted, the following will be based on free transla-
tions from IBIS Fokus #134.  
Throughout the magazine there are 12 articles, there is a double page of five small features, 
there are small features side by side with the articles throughout the pages, and, including the 
front page, there are four pages of full size pictures. Two of the articles are formed as inter-
views, and the rest as more or less personal accounts about projects or experiences from the 
writers.  
There are 20 pictures in the magazine, five of them are half a page or bigger, and they catch 
focus when flicking through the pages. The pictures are all portraying people, both male, fe-
male, adults and children, and they can be separated into three categories; 13 pictures are of 
Africans or South Americans who are interacting with the camera, thereby meaning that they 
are looking directly into it. Three pictures are of Africans or South Americans who are en-
gaged in other activity and thereby not looking into the camera, and the last four people are of 
Danes from the organisation IBIS. One could argue, that the choice of using primarily photos 
where the subjects are interacting with the camera stems from an attempt to make the reader 
connect to people and thereby the situations they are in. Besides the use of pictures, many 
other visual ploys have been used. There are many colours throughout the magazine, half the 
main headlines are blue and half are red, further all the subheadings are red, all the bylines are 
orange and all the information boxes are made with green background and black text. All the 
colours create a feeling of a ‘fun’ magazine, that is not heavy reading, but easily accessible. 
The text is set up in a variation between either two or three columns and the variety backs up 
the feeling of easy access. Throughout the pages, there are five small yellow circles with the 
text  “You can get involved”. Four of these are put upon small features about the work IBIS 
does in Denmark, and one is put with a statement of IBIS on Facebook. The IBIS logo is not 
used once throughout the magazine, but can be found in a small 1x2 cm size on both the front 
and the back page, besides the logo on the back page, is the Nordic environmental logo, the 
swan, stating that the magazine has been produced within the environmental requirements for 
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the swan, this can physically be seen since the magazine has been made by coarse paper. The 
newer technology of Barcodes has been used in the magazine, the barcodes can be found three 
time, and they can be scanned with a smartphone to get more information about the stories.  
Based on the visual analysis of IBIS Fokus, it seems that the magazine is easy accessible and 
containing positive stories about IBIS’ development work. The many pictures and the variety 
of colours give it a young feeling. When flicking through the pages one’s eye is caught both 
by the many smiling people in the photos, and by the headings that, due to their vivid colours, 
catch the eye fast. 
 
Text	  
The linguistic analysis will, as before mentioned, be made on the first article in the magazine, 
the statement from the CEO, in IBIS’ case Vagn Berthelsen. In each magazine, Berthelsen 
writes a statement for the first page. The theme of this article changes from magazine to mag-
azine, but is always about something particular from within the world of IBIS. In 2012 the 
names of the articles were: “Companies social responsibility”, “When everything comes to-
gether”, “The game is fixed?” and the one which will be analysed here “What about the 
American Indians from the Rain Forest?” This article discusses the focus IBIS has got upon 
the indigenous people and their rights, and why the focus on these small groups of people is 
important. The article is made up by 7 small paragraphs, and with a small subheading be-
tween the third and fourth paragraph.  
 
Starting out with the lexicalisation within this text, the primary nodal point is ‘rights’, sup-
ported by a chain of equivalence based on words like: ‘support’, ‘respect’, ‘protection’ and 
‘principle’. Another nodal point is ‘indigenous people’, backed up by a chain of: ‘deforesta-
tion’, ‘oppressed’, ‘climate change’, ‘reality’, ‘destroy’, ‘territory’ and ‘dominance’. These 
words show the intensity of the text, and the seriousness of the issues described within it. 
When looking in the patterns of transitivity, there can be found a clear distinction between the 
first half of the text and the second half. Throughout the first part, a great part of the verbs are 
transitive, and thereby initiating actions. This changes in the last part of the text, where there 
is a more passive, explanatory feel to the text, and where the verbs therefore are passive, pri-
marily the verb “to be”. The text is separated into two parts when looking at patterns of transi-
tivity, and this separation can also be found when looking at active and passive voice. The 
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first two paragraphs of the article are set up as partly ironic questions, the third paragraph 
starts with the primary answer to the questions, being “No” and the rest of the article is then 
explaining why. These first three paragraphs use primarily active voice, with questions, an-
swers, and a personal influence upon it. The very last paragraph goes back to this active voice 
where Berthelsen includes all of us by stating: we know, we do, and we have throughout the 
paragraph. The remaining three paragraphs have a more passive and explanatory voice, talk-
ing about political conventions and climate change.  
When looking into the narrator one could argue that the text contains three different levels of 
narratives. The first part of the text the narrator is partly personal and partly impersonal, the 
second part it is primarily impersonal, though without clear changes in the nominalisation, the 
text is still not written in a academic, or more complex manner, but simply from a more im-
personal narrative. The very last paragraph uses a personal narrative, which can be seen in the 
inclusion both of the narrator and the reader using the words ‘us’ and ‘we’ five times in five 
in four sentences.  
The text is structured as a source of information about these indigenous people, and why it is 
important to support them. Though the text is not structured around neither I, nor we, except 
for in the last paragraph, it seem like a statement where the writer had something important to 
tell. It is also in the last paragraph that the addressee is taken into the text, and is addressed 
directly through the ‘we’ that Berthelsen here uses. By including himself when talking about 
the difficulties that can be related to the consequences of consumption, he puts himself in the 
same boat as the readers. This way he relates to the reader, and he shows himself as ‘just an-
other Dane’, which makes it easier for the reader to relate to him.  
Through the text, most statements are presented as pure knowledge, but there can be found 
one clear assumption. This is the only place through the article that the word “I” is used, and 
Berthelsen states: “I would claim that a lot of war and destruction could have been avoided, if 
the majority had taken reasonable considerations about the minorities rights and wishes” 
(IBIS Fokus, 2012: 1). Berthelsen includes a personal statement like this for two reasons, first 
to show why he personally finds the fight for the minorities and indigenous people so im-
portant, but also to bring the information of the article down to a level where everybody can 
follow – ‘if we do this work, there will be less war’. This place is also the only place, except 
for the last paragraph, where pathos has been used as the form of appeal. Throughout the text, 
ethos and logos are primarily used, the text is written by the CEO, the arguments relay on 
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logic, on politics and on facts, but all this is subconsciously appealing to pathos, since all the 
arguments and facts stated are things that most people can relate to as being sad or not good 
enough. Berthelsen closes everything off in the last paragraph, with factual statements where 
he, as mentioned above, includes both himself and the addressee: “we know we won’t gain 
happiness through consumption, we just have a bloody hard time taking the consequences” 
and though being factual, this appeals to the pathos more than anything in the article.    
That Berthelsen primarily uses informative and logical reasoning in this statement can be due 
to the type of members IBIS have. Since the organisation stems from the WUS, and was cre-
ated by students and professors, IBIS might still have primarily academics as members. 
Therefore the text by the CEO should level with the members and write in a manner, which 
they will find interesting, and Berthelsen’s focus on politics, international conventions, and 
the ecological balance of the world, does exactly this. It can be argued that Berthelsen and 
IBIS are aiming their discourse at the dominant development discourse between experts and 
left-winged intellectuals more than toward the general population, even though they now, due 
to the 2007 law of 10% independent financing, need to increase their amount of members.  
 
This can be the answer to the contradicting results of the respectively visual and textual anal-
ysis of IBIS. The visual analysis results in the notions of a fun and easy accessible magazine, 
where the CEO statement clearly is aimed at intellectuals. It can therefore be concluded that 
the change that has been needed since the implementation of the 10% independent financing 
has been primarily focused in the communicative part of IBIS, making IBIS visually more 
exciting and creating exposure and events where people can get involved with IBIS, but with-
out changing the main discourse and the main values of organisation, still aiming the actual 
CEO statement at a more intellectual audience.  
The second thing to be analysed is the statement about donations. When looking for infor-
mation about how to become a donor it can only be found two places in the magazine. 
Through the paper there are several features that focus on ‘you can get involved’, but this is in 
relation to movie nights, voluntary work, and participation in other non-financial ways. It is 
only in a small note on page 4, informing that one can get tax deduction when supporting, and 
on the back page, that donations are mentioned. Looking further into the statement of the back 
page, it consists of a picture of two African men working outside a mine, of a four lines para-
graph of text and of a box stating how to donate through SMS, where there with large letters 
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are written “Send Development150 to 1220, then you support with 150 kroner”. The text 
states very shortly that the goal miners in Sierra Leone work hard to find the riches, that IBIS 
work for the poor to also benefit from this, and that they will only be able to do it with your 
help. The type of support asked for in this statement is a one-time donation. One could argue 
that IBIS have chosen a short statement like this in order to put the suggestion to support or 
help out there, without throwing it at people. Also, since this is a membership magazine, most 
people are already supporting IBIS, and to make an increased focus upon gaining donations 
might create source of irritation, but by just including a statement asking for a one-time dona-
tion, it makes it seem like ‘the little extra thing’ one can do. The small focus upon gaining 
support can also be a result of the large amount of public sponsoring, and that the main im-
portance of the magazine is to spread the knowledge of the work IBIS do, and not to gain new 
members.    
 
Discursive	  and	  Social	  Practice	  
Due to the practical difficulties of separating the discourse practice and the social practice, the 
analysis of the second and third step of the CDA will be combined in one chapter. In this 
chapter the characteristics from both the discursive practice and the social practice will be 
analysed, starting out with interdiscursivity and intertextuality, and leading on to an analysis 
of how the historical characteristics and the manner of support of the organisation can be 
found in the discourse used by the organisation.  
In the CEO statement from IBIS Fokus, there are no examples of intertextuality. This can be 
explained due to the fact that the text is written as a personal statement including the beliefs 
and values of the CEO. Though Berthelsen is not drawing upon intertextuality, he is using 
interdiscursivity to a large extend. Primarily he draws upon the development discourse. This 
might be done unconsciously, since, as argued in chapter 3, people who are deeply involved 
in development work rarely focus upon the development discourse. It could be argued that 
this emanates from the fact that the discourse of development is the everyday work language 
of these people, and that it therefore automatically is a great part of the way they communi-
cate. Besides the development discourse, Berthelsen draws to a great extend upon a political 
discourse. The chains of equivalence from the political discourse are made by words like: 
‘non-discrimination’, ‘UN’, ‘demands’, ‘human right convention’, ‘decisions’, ‘free prior 
consent’, ‘rights’, ‘dominate’ and ‘control’. By drawing upon the political discourse, the intel-
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lectual level of the text rises, and the issues discussed are put into a greater perspective. Fur-
ther, an environmental discourse is put into use, the nodal points are ‘natural resources’, ‘the 
ecological balance of the planet’ and ‘climate changes’, surrounded by chains of equivalence 
like: ‘deforestation’, ‘hurricane’, ‘dramatic weather’ and ‘warning’. By including the envi-
ronmental discourse, Berthelsen relates the issues of the article to the world wide focus upon 
environmental and climatic changes, arguable being an issue that people recognise as a prob-
lem. This might create a better understanding of the reality of the American Indians from the 
rain forest and thereby an understanding of the need to act, from IBIS’ members. The use of 
two discourses as intellectually oriented as the political and environmental discourse leads to 
a high intellectual level of the text.  
In the two first paragraphs of the text, a discourse of questions is used; here Berthelsen ironi-
cally asks negative questions that could be asked in relation to IBIS work with indigenous 
people, and then he answers them through the rest of the text with help from the development-
, political- and environmental discourses. By asking these questions from the beginning, he 
creates the impression that he is intelligent, that he can put himself in the members position 
and ask the questions, but at the same time that he has answers to all criticism, that he has 
great arguments for why IBIS work as they do, and that he can explain why is it so important. 
This gives him reliability as CEO. 
 
If moving on to the more socially related practice, the question is whether there can be found 
traces of IBIS’ history in the communicative discourse now used by the organisation. Since 
IBIS had its origin in the World University Service, and was founded in Denmark by students 
and professors, the use of intellectual language and political and environmental interdiscur-
sivity can be traced directly back to this. This leads to the possible conclusion that the organi-
sation has been kept in the hands of academics, and that the discourse and language of com-
munication therefore have followed. The primary focus upon education found in IBIS, might 
also stem from the creation by students and professors, and the roots in the university service. 
  
Already during the time as WUS, parts of the financial support stemmed from the govern-
ment, this might have had an influence on the fact that IBIS now have an economic frame-
work agreement with Danida. If looking into the focus upon supporting local organisations, 
this can too be traced to WUS in the 1980s. At this point the Danish WUS had become inde-
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pendent, and was therefore slowly transforming into IBIS, the focus upon local organisations 
can therefore be seen as a choice of a core value. WUS Denmark followed at this point in the 
1980s particularly one aspect of the emerging neo-liberal development discourse, namely dis-
course of development focused upon the liberation of the third world. The neo-liberal devel-
opment discourse is still the main discourse today, and this liberation discourse is still one of 
the main discourses seen in IBIS, though today primarily focused upon the rights of indige-
nous people, the build up of local organisations and the individuals right to political influence 
and democracy. IBIS subscribes now, as they did in the 1980s, to a certain understanding of 
development where it is believed that the people living in the specific situation have a greater 
knowledge of what could help them there, than people looking at it from the outside. They are 
therefore working with the locals and are creating specified types of development in their dif-
ferent work areas. 
 
Another significant choice in IBIS history was when WUS Denmark in the late 80s started to 
work in Latin America13. This change happened just before the shift to IBIS, and has had 
great importance to the work of IBIS today, since three of the eight countries where IBIS now 
work are Latin American countries. The Latin American focus can be seen a lot in the ana-
lysed CEO statement, since focus there are upon indigenous people, on non-discrimination 
and upon the Latin American rainforest and the environmental issues approaching it. Though 
environmental issues are gaining focus, and can be found to great extent in the linguistics 
used, and the discourses drawn upon in the CEO statement, this cannot be traced to the gen-
eral history of WUS/IBIS. One could argue that increased focus upon natural resources and 
climate is related to the general increased focus on environmental issues worldwide since the 
199014. This can be seen as a new stand within IBIS understanding of development, but the 
environmental work is in most cases combined with traditional IBIS development work, e.g. 
is the work with decreasing climate change being done to protect the poor who primarily will 
be affected by this15.   
The discursive and social practices will be further discussed in chapter 7 in relation to the 
organisations’ differences. The next chapter will be the analysis of BØRNEfonden. 
                                                
13 Latin America is in this project defined as South- and Central America 
14 http://ec.europa.eu/environment/international_issues/agreements_en.htm (19/5-13) 
15 http://ibis.dk/klima/ (23/5-13) 
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6.	  Analysis	  BØRNEfonden	  
6.1	  History	  
BØRNEfonden stems from the worldwide organisation now called ChildFund. This organisa-
tion was first founded in 1938 in China, where it was called China’s Children Fund. The or-
ganisation spread further in Asia and to Europe, and in the 1950s they ran programs in 50 
countries with a yearly budget of 4.5 million dollars. At this point the name was changed from 
China’s Children Fund till Christian Children’s Fund (CCF), but the manner of work was still 
sponsorships of children16. In 1967 an article was posted in BT17 about CCF and the concept 
of sponsor children, which resulted in interest from some Danes. Employees at BT initiated 
the first contact between the Danes and CCF America, and this worked until 1972 where CCF 
Denmark was created in order to meet the demand. Through the 1970s CCF Denmark opens 
an office in Rwanda and primarily focus their work here, and in 1986 they change their name 
to BØRNEfonden.  It is also in 1986 that BØRNEfonden for the first time have famous fami-
lies telling about their sponsor children in the Danish media. Through the 1990s there is a 
large amount of cooperation between 12 organisations with roots from the CCF, and in 2002 
the official ChildFund Alliance is created between these 12 in order to ensure professional 
and ethical conditions18. In 2009 most of the CCF organisations change their name to Child-
Fund International, or ChildFund – the name of their country, this can both be seen with the 
main part of these 12 main organisations19, but also in the smaller ChildFund organisations, 
e.g. in Uganda. Four others of the 12 organisations have changed name at an earlier point, and 
the Swedish organisation was actually created as BARNfonden with help from- and as a sister 
organisation to BØRNEfonden (footnote 17). BØRNEfonden has, though changes of names 
and countries had the same type of work in focus since day one in 1938.  
 
                                                
16 http://www.childfund.org/about_us/mission_and_history/ChildFund_History.aspx (8/5-13) 
17 Danish Newspaper 
18 http://bornefonden.dk/da/om-bornefonden/vores-historie (8/5-13) 
19 http://childfundalliance.org/our-members/ (24/5-13) 
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6.2	  Analysis	  
The analysis of BØRNEfonden will be made from the magazine “Tæt På”, #1 2013, pub-
lished in March. The magazine is this quarter called “It Helps”20 In this chapter, unless any-
thing else is noted, all data used will be from this magazine, and will be of free translation.  
The magazine contains 13 articles and one double page of 8 small notions. One of the articles 
is formed as an interview; the rest is about their projects, or stories about individual cases. 
There are 30 pictures in the magazine, the pictures have different sizes, but only one, besides 
the front page, is a full-page photo. These pictures can also be separated into three categories. 
Three pictures are of maps, the remaining 27 are all of people, where 14 are of people looking 
directly in the camera and 13 are pictures of everyday situations where there is no contact to 
the camera, and these are the largest pictures. Also in this magazine there have been used col-
ours, though to a much lesser extent than in IBIS Fokus. In Tæt På, all the subheadings right 
below the headline, and half the subheadings throughout the magazine have a dark read col-
our, the rest of the text is black. The dark red colour comes from the logo of BØRNEfonden, 
and can further be seen in the name of the magazine, as background colour for the page num-
bers and for half of the information boxes, the other half of the boxes have just the outline of 
the box coloured dark red. This gives the magazine the common thread which probably also 
have been the intention between the colour pattern. It gives the magazine a classical look, 
without being boring. Black thought-bubbles can be found five places through the magazine, 
four of the times with the white text saying “Think Black” and once “support Mali”. The con-
cept of “Think Black” is not explained in the magazine, and this can seem strange, but when 
looking further into it on the Internet, BØRNEfonden has made a large campaign called Think 
Black, and this is a campaign to “pay tribute to the young talents of Africa”21 The visual im-
pression from the magazine creates the sensation of a classical and maybe a bit conservative 
magazine in the layout, spiced up by the many pictures. The most dominant pictures that are 
observing people in everyday situations without interaction with them. This gives the reader a 
feeling of looking directly into the everyday life of these people, and that the same time it 
portrays the presence of BØRNEfonden as non-disruptive of the everyday life.  
 
                                                
20 Original: ”Det Nytter” 
21 http://www.tænksort.dk (8/5-13) 
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Text	  
If moving on to the linguistic text analysis, the statement from BØRNEfondens CEO Bolette 
Christensen is on the first page of the magazine, and is formed as a Q&A with 5 questions and 
answers. The article is called “What is on the agenda? – Share the good news: It Works!” and 
the questions moves from what happens in BØRNEfonden now, to talk about results, to spon-
sors and to the use of the money. That the CEO statement is formed as a Q&A is a newer 
thing for BØRNEfonden, and can only be found in the last two issues of Tæt På, where both 
have had the headline of “What is on the Agenda?”  
The language in this Q&A is very simple and written as spoken language. The article contains 
a few main words which the rest of the text is build up around, the nodal points are: Use, 
Support and Help, all of these words are written several times in the article, and they are 
backed up by a very positive language, with words as: huge vote of confidence, need, goal-
oriented, success, heart-warming stories, etc. The article does not present any new knowledge, 
since Bolette Christiensen answers several of the questions by referring to articles in the mag-
azine. In accordance with the spoken language used in the article, and since the text is made 
up by answers to questions, the voice of the text is active, and nominalisation has not been 
used in this text. Through the text there is used a personal narrative. When Christensen says 
‘We’, she means BØRNEfonden, and by saying e.g. we wish and I hope she creates a very 
personal feeling within the text, which makes it easy to relate to.  
Further, the text has been directly directed at the addressee, being the sponsors and supporters 
of BØRNEfonden, and they are directly addressed in the article with the goal of getting them 
to spread the word of BØRNEfonden. The primary form of appeal in this text is pathos. Eve-
rything in the text is aimed at making the sponsors feel that they are helping, it focuses on 
heart warming stories, but includes also the statement that “there are still millions of children 
and young people in poor countries who needs help” (Tæt På 2013: 2). This statement has 
been included to draw attention to the work there still is to be done, so that the reader will not 
think that since everything is going so well, they can stop paying to the organisation.  
There is used a bit of Ethos in the text, when arguing that BØRNEfonden has 40 years of ex-
perience, but this is only seen in the very last paragraph.  
It is clear that BØRNEfonden plays to the readers’ feelings, compassion and sympathy. On 
the middle pages in the magazine there is an article about Mali, and the challenges that can be 
found within this country. On this page is a small black speech bubble saying “Support Mali” 
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and the info on how to do it on SMS. This is the first real place where donations is mentioned, 
and this leads up to the back page, where an article about the child- and health centre that 
BØRNEfonden would like to make in Mali can be found. This article on the back page is the 
actual donation statement of the magazine. Half the page is a picture from another child- and 
health centre, where mothers and children are interacting with each other. This article uses 
pathos to the same degree as the CEO statement. Here the first half of the article tells about 
the difficulties of lack of health care for sick children and pregnant women in Mali, and the 
other half describes specific what BØRNEfonden will do, why this will be a success, and how 
much it will cost to do it. The article ends with information on how to support the project, and 
that it will be possible to see photos of the final centre when it has been build. For people who 
likes concrete projects, this can be a way to know exactly what one’s money has been spend 
on. To make a donation statement half based on pathos and half based on facts, is arguable a 
good way to reach the people already supporting BØRNEfonden, since this is probably what 
attracts them by having sponsor children; the good feeling gained by helping a poor child 
through life, and the specific knowledge of how, where and to whom the money goes.   
 
The discourse, which the linguistic analysis points toward that BØRNEfonden is using, is a 
certain branch of the development discourse. It focuses on the positive account of the devel-
opment work done, it creates hope and the understanding that something very concrete can be 
done to help the vulnerable children. Further the development discourse of concrete results 
and the possibility of getting proof through pictures is used.    
 
Discursive	  and	  Social	  Practice	   
In the CEO statement by Christensen, intertextuality has been used to a great extend. The text 
is build up by 5 questions, and two of the answers are referring directly to other texts, though 
being texts from the same magazine. By referring towards texts that the reader has not 
reached yet, she is creating a type of teaser, especially since these are used in relation to ques-
tions about most important results. Also, she creates coherence throughout the magazine, and 
establishes the feeling that the organisation informs their members about everything, since she 
can answer the questions with stories from the magazine.  
In regards to interdiscursivity, very little is found. The article uses only the discourse of de-
velopment. Here it draws primarily on what could be seen as one of main development dis-
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courses from within the population, the focus on that the work done and the money spend 
helps. Further it uses the development discourse of result-based development as mentioned in 
chapter 3.  
 
When looking into the history of BØRNEfonden, the focus has been on children from the 
very start, and though they changed their name, it was merely a translation to Danish. Also 
the method of sponsor children has been used from the beginning in 1938 and is still the main 
method in BØRNEfonden. There has not been a specific focus on a certain type of people as 
sponsors through the history of BØRNEfonden, and this might be seen as the reason for the 
‘simple’ language used in their communication. Since the Danish version of ChildFund was 
started by private people, being the employed at BT, the personalised and pathos loaded tone 
of the CEO statement, might lead back to this. Even though the organisation has grown a lot 
since 1970s when the Danish branch was started, they still aim at keeping the organisation 
feeling personal and engaged in the individual donor. This type of discourse goes along with 
the method of work in BØRNEfonden. The focus in the work is very locally based, focused 
on individual children, and on building local child- and health centres. The sponsors, who one 
must assume prefer this method, since they are donating, might also prefer the personal dis-
course with concrete examples and the focus on “it works”. That BØRNEfonden has in-
creased their work to also include the construction and running of child- and health centres 
besides the arranging sponsorships for the children, can be seen in relation to Moore’s second 
neo-liberal phase of development discourse. Through the neo-liberal phase there was created 
an increased focus and believe in state and institutions (Mudge 2008: 710), and this might be 
the reason why BØRNEfonden has chosen to put parts of their effort into the institutionalised 
work of child- and health centres.  
Besides this, there are few traces of the historical choices within the CEO statement; this 
might be due to the form of the statement being a Q&A. But it could also be argued, that 
BØRNEfonden is build completely upon this base of supporting individuals, working in local 
areas, and focusing on concrete problems that can be fixed in a concrete way that the dis-
course only shows traces of this. By not making any large changes in discourse, BØRNE-
fonden creates a sense of security and stability, which arguable is important for the sponsors. 
 The analysis will now continue into a combined comparative analysis and discussion of the 
two organisations, based on the results from their individual analysis.   
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7.	  Comparative	  Analysis	  and	  Discussion	  
If looking at the two organisations from the outside, they have similar characteristics; they are 
both Danish development organisations, they were both founded as other worldwide organisa-
tions, they were both founded in Denmark in between 1970 and 1972, they both had, anno 
2011, around 200 million Danish kroner as their budget, and they both changed from the orig-
inal name of the organisations. It is interesting to look into the changes of the names, since 
these changes were made just 5 years from each other, respectively in 1986 and 1991. It could 
be argued, that the change from respectively WUS and CCF to IBIS and BØRNEfonden 
could be founded in a general move towards a consensus within the discourse of development 
aid that could be seen in the 80s and early 90s. This is a discourse where aims and long-term 
goals are in focus, and where paying to development is seen as a duty more than a choice. In 
accordance with this, the government at this point decided to concentrate the Danish effort 
within international development, focusing the effort on certain sectors instead of on pro-
grams. Between the years of 1989 and 1994 they therefore chose 20 countries where the Dan-
ish development aid should be concentrated, and only organisations working in these coun-
tries could get funding from Danida (Grøndahl 2004: 34). Further there was during the 1990s 
made framework agreements with 10 Danish organisations, in order to secure stability and 
continuity in the Danish development aid22. It can be argued that IBIS change of name should 
be seen in relation to these societal discourses of consensus and focus upon sectors, also the 
framework agreement was made with Danida in 1991, the same year of the name change. It 
could therefore be argued that prospect of long-termed financing has decided the matter of the 
actual name change. Even though BØRNEfonden did not have the same prospect of public 
financing, the change from CCF to BØRNEfonden can still be seen in relation to the 1980s 
societal discourse of consensus.  
 
But that is where the similarities end. When looking into the information found in chapter 5 
and 6 there are several areas, which should be discussed in a comparative analysis. If starting 
out by looking at the choices of layout, the two organisations both have chosen certain pat-
terns; the difference here is that BØRNEfonden has chosen a more general look, only using 
the colours of the logo, that being a dark red, and thereby giving the magazine a classic look, 
                                                
22 http://netpublikationer.dk/um/DanidasNGO-samarbejde2003/html/chapter04.htm (26/5-13) 
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where IBIS uses many and brighter colours to highlight headlines and boxes, which gives 
them a more modern and more ‘fun’ look. This could indicate an increased focus upon the 
members and an attempt to make the organisation look more appealing for possible donors. 
The two organisations positions layout wise could seem a little contradicting in relation to the 
ways the organisations get their money. In these two magazines it seems that BØRNEfonden 
have the more conservative layout while IBIS appears to be doing more to look interesting 
and appealing. This can be seen as contradicting since BØRNEfonden primarily is being sup-
ported by private donors, and IBIS primarily by the government. This could be explained by 
BØRNEfondens already large membership base, and IBIS new and more immediate need for 
members, due to the now mandatory requirement of 10% independent financing. 
Moving on to the choice of format for the two CEO statements, the organisations have again 
made two very different choices, an informative text and a Q&A. These choices are related to 
what the CEO wants to achieve with this primary statement. IBIS and Berthelsen want to in-
form about what is actually happening ‘out there’, and the text is written like proclamation 
informing about what the real problems are and why these indigenous people need support. 
There is no focus on IBIS in the text, the organisation is not mentioned once, and this state-
ment could be used as a call for action in any development magazine. Opposed to this is 
BØRNEfonden’s Q&A, where the entire focus is upon BØRNEfonden, and the texts that can 
be found in that exact magazine. By choosing a Q&A with the CEO, BØRNEfonden creates a 
‘personal’ connection between the Bolette Christensen and every single member, and by her 
focus on that the donations given really helps, she creates a discourse of success and grati-
tude. This is again underlining BØRNEfonden’s significant use of the result-based discourse 
that is so influential in the neo-liberal development discourse. The focus upon success can 
also be seen as a part of the general hegemonic discourse used in the society today, where in 
this case the methods and values of BØRNEfonden gains power through the demonstration of 
the results and the success.  These two choices of format create two very different beginnings 
of the two magazines, where one attempts to emphasise the problem and the need of action, 
and the other shows appreciation and progress. This can be underlined additionally by looking 
at the choice of narrative, where Berthelsen primarily is using an impersonal narrative and 
Christensen exclusively is using a personal narrative. This can again be mirrored in the organ-
isations primary type of support; the close personal connection to the members is more im-
portant when gaining all one’s donations from these, while the security of getting donations 
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from the government gives the freedom to write a more informative statement of higher intel-
lectual standard.   
This leads to a discussion of the donation statements of the two organisations, because both 
organisations have got one of these on the back page, and again have they been formed very 
differently. The primary difference is that BØRNEfonden’s is a long text explaining about the 
where, how, why and how much of the project that they are seeking donations for, where 
IBIS’ has a picture, a short text, and a large box stating how to support once by SMS. It seems 
that BØRNEfonden is putting more focus upon the donation statement, since a large article in 
the middle of the magazine is leading up to it, by explaining about the problems there are in 
the area where the project will be made. Though BØRNEfonden have the most prominent 
donor statement, IBIS have yellow bubbles through the magazine with the statement “You 
can get Involved”. These are not referring to economic donations, but to voluntary work, 
movie nights and other events that one can participate in. Through this, IBIS is trying to cre-
ate awareness and get people involved in development work, and in the general political de-
bate about international development. This is yet a sign that IBIS is stepping up their efforts 
regarding their membership base, though without focusing on economic donations. BØRNE-
fonden uses a similar tactic with small black speech bubbles through the magazine, their focus 
is not to get people involved, neither in volunteer work nor in the political debate, but to cre-
ate awareness of their campaign of “Think Black” and create focus upon the sponsors person-
al involvement in the individual child.   
 
When looking into the two organisations discursive practices, they are again very different. 
Where IBIS used great interdiscursivity, drawing on three different discourses in their CEO 
statement, BØRNEfonden does not use a single one, and where BØRNEfonden draws upon 
intertextuality, though with texts from their own magazine, IBIS does not refer to any other 
texts. This leads to certain assumptions about the organisations, and especially whom they are 
attempting to reach in their communication. IBIS uses both a political and an environmental 
discourse, and this increases the intellectual level of the text, making it informative on a high-
er level, and it will thereby require a higher intellectual level from the reader to fully appreci-
ate it. Opposed, is BØRNEfonden keeping their manner of writing on a simple level, sticking 
only to the development discourse, making sure that their text is easily read, and that every-
body can keep up. This is also reflected in the analysis of the traces from their historical 
backgrounds within the discourses used. BØRNEfonden has only one massive trace, the focus 
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upon familiarity and on concrete and local work. This is very different from IBIS, who seems 
to be developing their discourse in accordance with the projects in focus and the general de-
velopment discourse at the given time. This can be seen in the increased use of the environ-
mental discourse, which has been put into use in combination with the increased number of 
projects regarding indigenous people in Latin America. Further there can be seen traces of 
both the original university system of WUS, the political involvement, both in the Danish 
politics of development and in form of governance through the project, along with traces of 
the general development of development discourse. This difference in the amount of historical 
traces might be a sign of the amount of changes within the organisations. BØRNEfonden has 
remained an organisation with the same focus as their mother organisation, the focus on chil-
dren and the method of sponsor children. IBIS has on the other hand changed a lot through 
time, both while being WUS, independent WUS Denmark and IBIS, and the primary goal of 
the organisation has moved from making social activities for European students, to being an 
actual development organisation.  
 
If looking into how the two organisations have followed the general development of devel-
opment discourse as described in chapter 3, several changes can again be found. Since both 
organisations were created in Denmark in the 1970s, they were both founded during the start 
of the neo-liberal phase. BØRNEfonden’s focus on local centres and individuals might stem 
from the neo-liberalistic increased believe in institutions, though at the same the idea to dis-
tribute as much as possible to local units, and IBIS’ focus upon creating stability and support 
for local organisations in the developing countries might have the same roots. Since the 
1970s, the political power in Denmark has been distributed almost equally between the right 
and the left wing and the ideologies have therefore changed between the liberalistic and so-
cialistic ideologies23, though within the neo-liberal society, since then. Though not stated in 
particular, there is a general understanding that IBIS is a left wing organisation, arguable this 
stems from the origin in the university system, but can also be found in the support of local 
organisations, the fight for the minorities in relation to indigenous people and so on. The po-
                                                
23 http://www.denstoredanske.dk/Danmarks_geografi_og_historie/Danmarks_historie/Danmark_-
_historie/Danmark_-_historie_(1945-72) (21/5-13) 
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litical orientation of BØRNEfonden is more difficult to determine, and it could therefore be 
assumed that they work from a non-ideological standpoint. This lines up with the Cornwall’s 
argument in chapter 3, that the discourse of development is usually based upon concepts that 
can steer a middle course between political disputes, and create consensus between parts of 
different ideological beliefs, though these might add different values to the concepts. This 
might be another reason for BØRNEfonden’s much bigger membership base.   
When looking in to whether the two CEO statements follows the general development dis-
course, it can be found that both organisations follow the overall development discourse, but 
they do it in two different ways. BØRNEfonden, as just mentioned, follow the middle course 
between different opinions, and does not say anything that could create dilemma or disagree-
ment. As discovered in chapter 6, the nodal points of the CEO statement are; use, support and 
help, and these are supported by a sense of positivity and ‘well-doing’. This non-ideological, 
positive and for all relatable discourse is following the general contemporary development 
discourse. Further is BØRNEfonden using the result-based discourse that Cornwall argues is 
so significant for the present discourse. This can be seen both within the CEO statement of 
BØRNEfonden, where focus is upon telling the members that their support helps and on high-
lighting particular results, and in the donation statement, where focus lies upon the concrete 
result wanted, and the exact measure of how to get there. It is thereby following the quantifi-
cation and measurability that Cornwall argues is of great interest at the moment.  
Neither of these tendencies can be found in IBIS discourse, where the CEO statement is writ-
ten as a proclamation where neither IBIS nor their results are mentioned. But it connects 
strongly to another part of the overall development discourse, the change in focus from needs 
to rights. The primary nodal point and general theme of Berthelsen’s statement is Rights. 
Support, respect and protection are according to Berthelsen the indigenous peoples rights, and 
this right-based approach to development work is one of the biggest changes lately within the 
development of development discourse. As well as BØRNEfonden’s mediating and result-
based approaches cannot be found in IBIS’ discourse, then the right-based approach cannot be 
found in BØRNEfonden, where the work is still based on needs.     
This ends the comparative analysis and discussion, and the next chapter will be the conclusion 
where the problem definition will be answered. 
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8.	  Conclusion	  
What characterises respectively IBIS’ and BØRNEfondens communicative discourses, and 
how can these be explained as a reflection of the organisations different historical back-
grounds and sources of support.  
 
The communicative discourses used by the two organisations are very different. If starting out 
with IBIS it can be concluded that Vagn Berthelsen is primarily using an informative dis-
course based on logical and factual statements within the CEO statement. It is an intense and 
serious discourse that aims to put a pin in the problem and underlines the need to act. This is 
underlined by the fact that neither IBIS nor its work or results are mentioned within the text. 
Further the statement is written as a proclamation, which again underlines the seriousness of 
the discourse, the focus upon informing about the problem and the call to action. The state-
ment is particularly using one branch of the general development discourse, being the focus 
on rights, and the entire text is build up around the focus upon the rights that the indigenous 
people in Latin America should, but do not, have. The text uses a great deal of interdiscur-
sivity and draws both upon development discourses, political discourses and environmental 
discourses. This gives the text a higher intellectual standard, which can also be found through 
the choice of words and within the intensity of the proclamation. The intellectual discourse of 
the text can be traced to the history of IBIS, since the mother organisation of IBIS was World 
University Service, and since it was students and professors who initiated the creation of 
WUS Denmark. That the academic language and intellectual standards still can be seen in the 
communicative discourse of IBIS leads to the conclusion that IBIS has either been kept in the 
hands of academics or have had these in focus. Due to the intellectual discourse, the origin in 
the university service and the projects focus upon equality, rights, democracy and governance, 
it can be assumed that most of IBIS members is either students or academics and primarily 
left-winged oriented. This, combined with the fact that IBIS’ primary donation income comes 
from the framework agreement with Danida, leads to the conclusion that the communicative 
discourse of IBIS is aimed at the dominant development discourse between experts and par-
ticularly left-winged intellectuals. The main reason why IBIS has been able to keep appealing 
to such a small segment of the possible members is their primary public funding. There is a 
contradiction between the discourse that the visual aspects points towards in the analysis and 
the actual discourse found in the CEO statement. Where the text, as just mentioned, is aimed 
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at experts and left winged intellectuals, the visual layout points towards a fun and ‘easily 
read’ discourse. This is due to 2002 law of 10% independent financing, which forces IBIS to 
focus more upon getting members. This can primarily be seen in the communicative part of 
IBIS, through a welcoming layout, and an increased focus upon events that members can par-
ticipate in, in a non-financial way.  
The economic framework agreement that IBIS has with Danida can be reflected in the history 
of IBIS. WUS Denmark was namely partly supported by the Danish government, and this can 
be an underlying factor for the large amount of public support that IBIS gets today. Addition-
ally has the neo-liberal development discourse that has been the main discourse since WUS 
Denmark became an independent development organisation in 1970s, had great influence 
both upon the type of project that IBIS works with today but also upon the discourse. The 
focus upon liberation, rights, strengthening of local organisations and on creating political 
influence stems from the neo-liberal values. 
 
Moving on to BØRNEfonden it can be concluded that there is used a personal discourse 
where focus is put upon positivity and encouragement. The communicative discourse in the 
CEO statement is aimed at creating the feeling of a personal relationship between the Bolette 
Christensen as CEO and the reader. Here is the CEO statement primarily describing BØRNE-
fonden and their results. There is a great focus upon feelings, compassion and sympathy, and 
Christensen is primarily using a discourse of gratitude and success, informing the readers that 
the money they pay helps, and that the work that is being done actually works. It can be con-
cluded that BØRNEfonden uses a very straightforward language, and that they have no obvi-
ous political orientation, which makes it possible for them to appeal to a large spectrum of the 
possible Danish donors. It is important to attract many members when being privately spon-
sored like BØRNEfonden, and there can therefore be seen a great focus upon donations with-
in the discourse. In the magazine there are two large articles about the specific project that 
they are seeking donations for, focusing respectively upon the specific problem and on the 
facts of how to fix it. BØRNEfonden draws upon the result-based discourse, which has grown 
very important lately within the general development discourse. By using the result-based 
discourse and making their work measurable and quantifiable they appeal to what can be ar-
gued to be the dominant development discourse for the general population and thereby the 
private donors. Further it can be concluded that BØRNEfonden, by using a discourse based on 
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pathos combined with the very result-based approach to development, uses a discourse that is 
in accordance with the development strategy that their members prefer, the combination of the 
sensible aspect of having a sponsor child with the factual knowledge of how and on whom the 
money is used. 
Due to the limited amount of change in BØRNEfonden’s way of working, there are few his-
torical traces to be found, even though their entire method can be seen as a trace. The personal 
and pathos loaded discourse stems partly from the type of sponsorships BØRNEfonden offers, 
but can also be traced to the personal way that the interest in CCF and sponsor children was 
started in Denmark, in the hands of BT employees. That the discourses only to a small extent 
can be reflected in the historical development of the organisation can also be due to the fact 
that the statement was formed as a Q&A, since the questions are leading towards certain an-
swers. It can though be concluded that the expansion from administrating child sponsorships 
to building child- and health centres was made due to the neo-liberal influence, and thereby 
the increased belief in institutions.  
 
Finally it can be concluded that though the two organisations have similar size, all but the 
same budget, both stem from a mother organisation and both were independently founded in 
Denmark in the beginning of the 1970s, they use very different discourses in their CEOs’ 
communication. This difference stems primarily from the fact that the organisations have dif-
ferent goals for their communication, and this manifests itself within the discourses used. Fur-
ther is the difference in discourse between IBIS and BØRNEfonden a result of the difference 
in source of support. The segments that the communication is directed at are of two very dif-
ferent sizes, which give different opportunities and limitations. Finally it can be concluded 
that the discourses used in IBIS can be explained as a reflection of its historical background.  
It is difficult to conclude the same for BØRNEfonden, though nothing is contradicting it. 
Whether the limited result is due to the fact that the historical background is limited reflected 
in the discourse used, or whether it is due to the limited information that could be found in the 
CEO’s statement is difficult to say.  
The following chapter reflect upon experts’ role within Danida, and it will further reflect upon 
how the conclusions made in this project can be used in the second step of the project, namely 
the investigation of how the Danes chose what organisations to support.  
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9.	  Reflection	  	  
In this project it has been found that two organisations of the same size and started the same 
year can use completely different discourses in their communication. As concluded BØRNE-
fonden is appealing to the dominant development discourse in society, while IBIS’s commu-
nication is aimed at the dominant discourse between experts and left-winged intellectuals. It 
can therefore be seen as contradicting that IBIS is the only one publicly sponsored by Danida, 
since Danida, as a part of the ministry of foreign affairs, should be representing the wishes of 
the population. When looking at the amount of members, BØRNEfonden has a much bigger 
support from the population. That IBIS is the organisation supported by Danida shows that 
the experts have a large influence upon the choices made in Danida and in general within 
Danish politics.   
The Danish population has so many possible choices when wanting to support international 
development, and it has been made very easy and affordable since all donations can be paid 
automatically by direct debit and can be tax-deducted. As shown in this project the organisa-
tions are appealing to different people, working with different focus and methods, and com-
municating with different discourses. The question is now how do the Danes chose which 
organisations to donate to, what type of organisations, methods and discourses attracts us and 
why? This will be investigated in the second part of the project. The next project will there-
fore be made by both a qualitative and a quantitative investigation of the Danes development 
aid choices and their reasons behind them. The project will contain a specific focus upon the 
differences between choosing to support through sponsor children and through more macro 
oriented organisations.  
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